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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method of manufacturing a reflector
(6) including a mirror (16) supported by a support structure
(18), where the said method includes a step of positioning the
mirror relative to the said support structure by moving a mold
(30) supporting the mirror relative to the said structure,
According to the invention, the method also includes a step of
adjustment of multiple links (20) between the mirror and the
structure, implemented during the step of positioning of the
mirror, and/or after this step, and causing at least a proportion
of'the links to be moved relative to the structure (18).
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1
METHOD FOR MANUFACTURING A
REFLECTOR, PREFERABLY FOR THE
SOLAR ENERGY FIELD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of manufacture of
specular reflectors to reflect and direct light.

It relates in particular to the manufacturer of reflectors the
mirror support structure of which is intended to be mobile, in
order that it may direct the light received at different angles.
Such reflectors, whether or not they have a mobile support
structure, may be used to produce fields of reflectors, for
example of the Fresnel type.

The invention applies in particular to the field of solar
energy, in particular for the production of systems including a
solar collector, and also a field of reflectors concentrating
solar radiation on to the collector.

STATE OF THE PRIOR ART

When manufacturing a reflector including a mirror sup-
ported by a support structure, a mould is habitually provided
on which the mirror is temporarily assembled, where the
mould gives this mirror its final shape. A step of positioning of
the mirror relative to the rear structure is then accomplished,
by moving the mould supporting the mirror relative to this
same rear structure.

It may be arranged such that the mirror is pressing directly
against the support structure at the end of the abovementioned
step. Nevertheless, this requires very small manufacturing
tolerances for the support structure, which has a non-negli-
gible impact on the manufacturing cost.

Another solution consists in proceeding such that, at the
end of the abovementioned step, the mirror is located apart
from the rear structure, where both these elements adopt their
relative final positions. In this configuration, blocks of adhe-
sive previously installed on the support structure or on the
mirror, and then heated, are deformed during this step of
installation of the mirror, whilst being tightened between this
mirror and its support structure, as they are moved relative to
one another. After the deformed blocks of adhesive are dried
they provide the mechanical connection between the mirror
and its support structure.

This solution, which is notably described in document US
20090260753 A1, enables higher manufacturing tolerances to
be adopted for the support structure, although specific flat
surfaces must be provided on this structure to support the
plastic blocks of adhesive.

In addition, the higher the manufacturing tolerances the
more the blocks of adhesive must be of substantial volume to
compensate for the manufacturing flaws. However, the use of
blocks of adhesive of substantial volume leads to problems in
respect of the mirror’s ability to be held on its structure, and
is not therefore recommended. In particular, in places where
the adhesive is too bulky, its lack of rigidity may create a local
deformation of the mirror, which is necessarily accompanied
by a deterioration of the optical properties provided by it.

Finally, the heating required to soften the blocs of adhesive
constitutes an additional constraint in the manufacturing
method, in addition to which it is also likely to generate
residual shape defects, due to shrinkages which may be seen
during cooling. In addition, the mirror may be disassembled
only by reheating the deformed blocks of adhesive, which
also increases the complexity of this disassembly operation.
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2
DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The purpose of the invention is therefore to provide at least
partially a solution to the disadvantages mentioned above,
compared with the embodiments of the prior art.

To accomplish this, a first object of the invention is a
method of manufacturing a reflector including a mirror sup-
ported by a support structure, where the said method includes
a method of positioning the mirror relative to the said support
structure by relative movement of a mould supporting the
mirror, relative to the said support structure.

According to the invention, the method also includes a step
of adjustment of multiple links between the mirror and the
support structure, in a position of secure attachment in which
they are intended to be securely attached to the mirror and to
the support structure, where this step of adjustment, accom-
plished during the said step of positioning of the mirror and/or
after this step, leads to a movement of at least a proportion of,
and preferably all, the links relative to the said support struc-
ture. The links are preferably metallic, or again made of
ceramic or a polymer material. In the remainder of the
description, without this being restrictive, the links will be
considered to be metallic. Whatever the material used they
have sufficient rigidity that they are not deformed during the
said adjustment step.

The solution according to the present invention enables
very high manufacturing tolerances to be adopted for the
support structure, without this being detrimental for the main-
tenance of the mirror’s shape. Indeed, the metal links, what-
ever their shape, may be moved with high amplitudes during
the adjustment step and/or after it, without this having any
effect on the rigidity with which the mirror is held after the
method is implemented. This therefore contrasts with the
known solutions of the prior art, in which only blocks of
adhesive are interposed between the mirror and the support
structure.

The method according to the invention consequently
improves the mirror’s mechanical holding properties on its
structure, leading to an improvement of the optical properties
conferred by the mirror.

Italso means that there is no longer any requirement for flat
surfaces to be provided specifically on the structure to support
the plastic blocks of adhesive.

Finally, due to the fact that large-dimension blocks of adhe-
sive are not present, no heating is required, although such
heating may be used, depending on the means of secure
attachment between the metal links and the mirror, and the
support structure.

A first possible implementation of the method consists in
proceeding such that the said step of adjustment, leading to
the movement of at least a proportion of the metal links
relative to the said support structure, is accomplished at least
partially automatically during the said step of positioning of
the mirror, after the metal links concerned are pressed against
the said mirror.

It is therefore indeed the action of pressing against the
mirror and the continuation of the relative movement between
the latter and the rear support structure which lead the links to
be moved relative to this structure. The automatic character of
the movement is naturally advantageous, in that it simplifies
the implementation of the method. Nevertheless, this move-
ment may be continued after the step of positioning of the
mirror, for example in order to improve the pressing of the
links against the mirror, and/or, if applicable, to remove the
surplus adhesive from the links to which adhesive has previ-
ously been applied.
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A second possible implementation of the method consists
in proceeding such that the said step of adjustment, leading to
the movement of at least a proportion of the metal links
relative to the said support structure, is accomplished exclu-
sively after the said step of positioning of the mirror. This step
is then accomplished manually or in automated fashion,
depending on the design chosen for the links.

Furthermore, it is noted that the said metal links are pref-
erentially intended to be bonded on to the mirror, for example
using a standard adhesive, whether or not requiring heating
for its application. Another possibility lies in the use of a
double-sided adhesive tape, which is simple to use.

In addition, the said metal links are preferentially intended
to be securely attached to the support structure by bonding
and/or screwing and/or welding and/or riveting.

The said metal links are intended, preferably, to be securely
attached by bonding on to the mirror and/or on to the support
structure, and the said metal links have adhesive applied
before implementing the adjustment step. Naturally, an alter-
native is possible, in which the bonding is accomplished after
the step of adjustment, i.e. after the links have reached their
secure attachment positions.

According to a first preferred embodiment of the invention,
the said metal links are lengthened elements, for example pin
gauges, housed such that they slide in corresponding aper-
tures of the support structure, where the said lengthened
elements are inserted into the corresponding apertures before
they are pressed against the mirror.

These elements are preferably inserted into their apertures
after the step of positioning of the mirror, by sliding them into
the said apertures, which sliding movement then stops when
the lengthened links press against the mirror. As an alterna-
tive, the lengthened elements may already be housed in their
apertures before the step of positioning of the mirror is
accomplished, being held in these apertures by appropriate
means, for example by groove/pin connections holding them
at their end positions. One possibility consists in holding
them through the effect of viscosity due to the adhesive. In
these cases the sliding of the lengthened elements in their
apertures is preferably accomplished automatically during
the final step of adjustment, after the links come into contact
with the mirror, as described above.

In this first preferred embodiment it is preferentially pro-
vided that after the step of adjustment the said lengthened
metal links are held pressed against the mirror by gravity, in
their secure attachment positions. These elements are then
securely attached to the mirror and to the support structure by
implementation of a specific step, or possibly by allowing a
simple drying time when the links have previously had adhe-
sive applied.

According to a second preferred embodiment, the said
metal links are profiles with an essentially T-shaped section,
the base of each of which is doubled so as to reveal between
the two bases a space penetrated by a sliding portion of the
support structure, which slides into this space during the said
step of positioning of the mirror.

In this case it is the action of pressing against the mirror and
the continuation of the relative movement between the latter
and the rear support structure which lead the links to be slid
relative to this structure. The automatic character of the move-
ment is naturally advantageous, in that it simplifies the imple-
mentation of the method. Nevertheless, this sliding move-
ment may be continued after the step of positioning of the
mirror, for example in order to improve the pressing of the
links against the mirror, and/or, if applicable, to remove the
surplus adhesive from the links to which adhesive has previ-
ously been applied.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

Alternatively, this sliding movement may be accomplished
exclusively after the step of positioning of the mirror, without
going beyond the scope of the invention. A mixed solution is
also conceivable, with a proportion of the profiles moved
during and possibly after the step of positioning of the mirror,
and other profiles moved only after this step.

Finally, another alternative may consist in installing the
profiles on the mirror before implementing the step of posi-
tioning of the mirror, during which step the sliding movement
is accomplished automatically with the associated portions of
the support structure.

However, each profile is preferably installed on the support
structure before implementing the said step of positioning of
the mirror, by clamping the said sliding portion of the corre-
sponding support structure, between the two bases of the
profile.

According to a third preferred embodiment, the said metal
links are tabs with a supporting head on the mirror, and a body
connected to the support structure by a slide connection
formed by a groove traversed by at least two screws and,
during the said step of adjustment, at least a proportion of the
metal links move automatically relative to the said support
structure by moving the screws in the groove, after pressing
the supporting heads against the said mirror.

In this case also it is the action of pressing against the
mirror and the continuation of the relative movement between
the latter and the rear support structure which lead the links to
move relative to this structure, due to the movement of the
screws in the groove. The automatic character of the move-
ment is naturally advantageous, in that it simplifies the imple-
mentation of the method. Nevertheless, this sliding may be
continued after the step of positioning of the mirror, for
example in order to improve the pressing of the links against
the mirror, and/or, if applicable, to remove the surplus adhe-
sive from the links to which adhesive has previously been
applied.

In this embodiment, the groove in which screws slide may
be made either on the support structure, or on the links.

In this third preferred embodiment, after the said step of
adjustment of the metal links, the latter, positioned in their
secure attachment position, are securely attached to the sup-
port structure by screwing in the said screws, this screwing
being accomplished automatically or manually.

This embodiment is particularly advantageous in that it
enables the support structure to be reused easily when the
mirror must be changed.

Whatever the envisaged embodiment, the said mirror is
preferably not planar, and is made from glass, aluminium or
polymer. These characteristics are naturally mutually inde-
pendent. Concerning the shape of the mirror, it may for
example be of the panel type, with a single curvature or a
double curvature. For information only, single-curvature pan-
els are said to be “developable”, and have a rectilinear gen-
eratrix, implying that they may be “unrolled” into a plane.
Conversely, double-curvature panels are not “developable”,
and do not therefore have a rectilinear generatrix, i.e. they
may not be “unrolled” into a plane. Indeed, they have a first
curvature, for example in the lengthways direction of the
panel, and also a second curvature, separate from the first, for
example in the transverse direction of this same panel.

Another object of the invention is a field of reflectors,
where each is manufactured according to the method defined
above. This field is, for example, of the Fresnel type, with the
reflectors positioned side-by-side, and each support structure
installed pivoting on a frame.
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A final object of the invention is a system including a solar
collector together with such a field of reflectors concentrating
the solar radiation on to the collector.

Other advantages and characteristics of the invention will
appear in the non-restrictive detailed disclosure below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ILLUSTRATIONS

This description will be made with reference to the
attached illustrations, among which:

FIGS. 1a to 1c represent perspective views of a system
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention, includ-
ing a solar collector together with a field of reflectors of the
Fresnel type;

FIGS. 2a and 2b are perspective views seen from two
separate viewing angles, of a reflector intended to be obtained
according to a first preferred embodiment of the manufactur-
ing method according to the invention;

FIGS. 3a to 3¢ represent front views representing sche-
matically different steps of the manufacturing method
according to the first preferred embodiment;

FIGS. 4a to 4c¢ represent perspective views of those shown
in FIGS. 3a to 3¢, respectively;

FIGS. 5a and 5b are perspective views seen from two
separate viewing angles, of a reflector intended to be obtained
according to a second preferred embodiment of the manufac-
turing method according to the invention;

FIGS. 6a to 6d represent perspective views representing
schematically different steps of the manufacturing method
according to the second preferred embodiment;

FIGS. 7a and 7b are perspective and front views of a
reflector intended to be obtained according to a third pre-
ferred embodiment of the manufacturing method according
to the invention; and

FIGS. 8a and 85 represent perspective views representing
schematically different steps of the manufacturing method
according to the third preferred embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PARTICULAR
EMBODIMENTS

With reference firstly to FIGS. 1a to 1¢, a system 1 may be
seen including a solar collector 2 together with a field of
reflectors 4 concentrating the solar radiation on the collector.
Field 4, for example of the Fresnel type, includes a row of
reflectors 6 positioned side-by-side. As will be described in
detail below, each reflector 6 includes a mirror assembled on
a support structure, where the latter is installed pivoting on a
frame 8. Axes of rotation 10 of the reflectors are preferentially
parallel. Rotational control of them may be independent or
dependent, and controlled so as to concentrate the solar radia-
tion on collector 2 in an optimal manner. With this regard,
FIGS. 1a to 1¢ show three separate configurations in which
incident light rays 12 have different alignments, and where
each configuration is associated with a particular rotational
adjustment of all the reflectors of field 4, enabling reflected
rays 14 to be aligned on to collector 2 in an optimal manner.

This is preferably a collector known as a “high-flux” col-
lector, for various applications, for example heating of a heat
transfer fluid of the water, oil or fused salt type, or again for
the concentrated photovoltaics field. Its power is between
several tens of kW/m? and several MW/m?. Each reflector 6,
which is essentially rectangular in shape, has an area of sev-
eral square meters. The accuracy generally required for this
type of system is of the order of 0.1° in respect of the angular
adjustment of the reflectors.
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6

With reference, at present, to FIGS. 2a and 25, a reflector 6
may be seen of the same type as those used in system 1 of the
previous figures, and intended to be obtained according to a
first preferred embodiment of the manufacturing method
according to the invention.

Reflector 6 firstly includes a mirror 16, of a non-planar
shape, made of glass and of the order of 4 mm thick, and
typically between 0.1 and 7 mm thick. In this case its shape is
single-curvature. However, other shapes may be envisaged,
without going beyond the scope of the invention.

It also includes a support structure 18, for example of
roughly parallelepipedic shape, whether solid or hollow. It
may be made of steel, with large manufacturing tolerances. It
has means enabling the reflector to be rotated around shaft 10,
in this case rotation pins 19.

The mechanical connection between support structure 18
and mirror 16 is not made over the entire inner surface of the
latter, but with the assistance of several links 20 interposed
between the mirror and the structure, and securely attached to
both. These elements, which are rigid, are preferably metal-
lic, but could alternatively be made of ceramic or of a polymer
material. The secure attachment in this case is preferentially
accomplished by bonding, although other conventional
means may be used, without going beyond the scope of the
invention. Clearly, if an adhesive made of polymer material
and links made of polymer material are used, the two polymer
materials used are different.

These elements 20 are lengthened, for example pin gauges
or bars, housed in corresponding apertures 22 which go all the
way through support structure 18. In the position of FIGS. 2a
and 25, the upper end of pin gauges 20 is bonded to the inner
face of the mirror, whereas the portion of the side area housed
in structure 18 is bonded to the portion of the side area facing
corresponding aperture 22.

Pin gauges 20 are made, for example, of an aluminium-
based alloy, whereas the adhesive used may be of the single-
component polyurethane paste-like adhesive type, for
example adhesive sold by the company 3M with the reference
“Polyurethane Adhesive Sealant 560”. Another example is
the adhesive sold by the company Hutchinson/ljf with the
reference “PR1440”. The viscosity of the chosen adhesive is
preferentially sufficiently great that the adhesive remains in
the connection between the links and the mirror and/or the
rear structure.

More specifically, the adhesive is chosen, from among
those adhesives having, after drying, a Young’s modulus of
between 2 and 60 MPa, and a hardness of between 20 and 60
shore A.

Alternatively, to bond the end of pin gauges 20 to the mirror
a double-sided adhesive tape may be used.

Due to the rigidity conferred by pin gauges 20, the mirror,
the shape of which is maintained due to the latter, has very
satisfactory optical properties. Clearly, the more intrinsically
flexible is the mirror, the greater the number of links which
must be provided.

To manufacture it, as represented schematically with ref-
erence to FIGS. 3a to 4c, a step of installation of mirror 16
relative to support structure 18, which is not fitted with pin
gauges 20, is firstly implemented.

To accomplish this the mirror is firstly shaped in a mould
30, and then securely attached to this mould in a temporary
manner, for example using a conventional adhesive, or by
vacuum suction. It is therefore mould 30 which temporarily
gives mirror 16 its definitive shape.

A step of positioning of mirror 16 relative to rear structure
18 is then accomplished, by moving the assembly consisting
of mould 30 holding the mirror relative to structure 18. In
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tangible terms, the support structure is placed such that it is
stationary in a known frame of reference, in which the mould/
mirror assembly is moved vertically upwards towards this
structure, as has been represented schematically by arrow 32
in FIGS. 3a and 4a. At the end of this step of positioning of
mirror 16 the latter is positioned opposite and apart from
structure 18, and no contact is preferentially seen at this stage
between these two elements, which are in their final relative
positions.

A step of adjustment of pin gauges 20 is then accom-
plished. To do so, as has been represented schematically in
FIGS. 3b and 45, these pin gauges 20 are inserted from the top
into their respective apertures 22, and then slide downwards
under gravity into these same apertures, before being stopped
when they press against the inner surface of mirror 16. The
slide trajectory is not of course the same for each pin gauge
22, and this trajectory depends on the distance between the
mirror and surface 34 opposite rear structure 18. It should also
be noted that this surface 34 may be produced with large
tolerances, without this being detrimental to the maintenance
of'the mirror’s shape, since the latter is supported directly by
the pin gauges, and not by this surface 34 from which these
pin gauges protrude.

In this first preferred embodiment, at the end of the adjust-
ment step in which pin gauges 20 take up their positions of
secure attachment corresponding to their definitive position
relative to the mirror and to the support structure, these pin
gauges are held in place by gravity pressed against the mirror.
These pin gauges 20 are then bonded to the mirror and to
support structure 18, as represented schematically in FIGS.
3cand 4¢, in which grey-hatched portions 36, 38 are adhesive.
If these pin gauges have previously had adhesive applied
before they are inserted into apertures 22 of structure 18, a
simple drying time need merely be allowed before this adhe-
sive hardens.

With reference, at present, to FIGS. 5a and 54, another
reflector 6 may be seen of the same type as those used in
system 1 of FIGS. 1a to 1c, and intended to be obtained
according to a second preferred embodiment of the manufac-
turing method according to the invention.

Reflector 6 firstly includes a mirror 16, of a non-planar
shape, made of glass and of the order of 4 mm thick. In this
case its shape is single-curvature, and it is only very slightly
curved. However, other shapes may be envisaged, without
going beyond the scope of the invention.

It also includes a support structure 18, for example made
froma cylinder 136 from which essentially triangular ribs 138
protrude. The ends of these ribs 138, which are spaced along
cylinder 136 and orthogonal to it, are connected by two appre-
ciably flat struts 140. This structure 18 may be made of steel,
with large manufacturing tolerances. It has means enabling
the reflector to be rotated around shaft 10, in this case rotation
pins 19 constituted by the two cylinder ends 136.

The mechanical connection between support structure 18
and mirror 16 is not made over the entire inner surface of the
latter, but with the assistance of multiple metal links 120
interposed between the mirror and structural elements 138,
140, and securely attached to both. The secure attachment in
this case is preferentially accomplished by bonding, although
other conventional means may be used, without going beyond
the scope of the invention.

As will be described in greater detail below, elements 120
are profiles with an essentially T-shaped section, the base of
each of which is doubled so as to reveal between the two bases
a space penetrated by a sliding portion structural elements
138, 140.

10

20

30

40

45

55

8

In the position of FIG. 5a, the lower ends of profiles 120,
which form the head of the T, are bonded to the inner face of
the mirror, called the non-reflective face, whereas the double
base of the T which fits tightly round the sliding portion of its
corresponding structural element 138, 140 is also bonded to
this sliding portion.

Profiles 120 are made, for example, of an aluminium-based
alloy, whereas the adhesive used may be of the single-com-
ponent polyurethane paste-like adhesive type, for example
adhesive sold by the company 3M with the reference “Poly-
urethane Adhesive Sealant 560”. Alternatively, to bond the
end of profiles 120 to the mirror a double-sided adhesive tape
may be used. The adhesive used advantageously has a certain
flexibility, unlike the more rigid links, which enables the
mechanical stresses to which the mirror is subjected to be
reduced, and/or the impacts occasioned by adverse weather to
be absorbed.

Due to the rigidity conferred by metal profiles 120, the
mirror, the shape of which is maintained due to the latter, has
very satisfactory optical properties.

To manufacture it, as represented schematically with ref-
erenceto FIGS. 6ato 6d, mirror 16 is firstly shaped in amould
30, and then securely attached to the latter temporarily, for
example using a conventional adhesive. This step is repre-
sented schematically in FIG. 6a. It is therefore mould 30
which temporarily gives mirror 16 its definitive shape.

Profiles 120 are then installed on structural elements 138,
140. As mentioned above, FIG. 65 shows that each profile 120
has an essentially T-shaped section, the base of each one
being doubled so as to reveal a space 144 between two parallel
bases 142a, 14254.

To accomplish the installation, each profile 120 clamps a
sliding portion of its corresponding structural element 138,
140, and this sliding portion indeed penetrates into space 144,
between two parallel bases 142a, 1425, along the entire
length of profile 120.

After all of profiles 120 have been installed on structure 18,
by clamping, the assembly shown in FIG. 6c¢ is obtained.

A step of positioning of mirror 16 relative to rear structure
18 is then accomplished, by moving the assembly consisting
of mould 30 holding the mirror relative to structure 18. In
tangible terms, the support structure is placed such that it is
stationary in a known frame of reference, in which the mould/
mirror assembly is moved vertically upwards towards this
structure, as has been represented schematically by arrow 32
in FIG. 6d. At the end of this step of positioning of mirror 16
the latter is positioned opposite and apart from structure 18,
and these two elements are then in their final relative posi-
tions.

One of the characteristics of this second preferred embodi-
ment lies in the fact that a step of adjustment of profiles 120 is
accomplished at least partly automatically during the previ-
ously described step of positioning of the mirror, represented
in FIG. 6d.

Indeed, during the relative movement between mirror 16
and structure 18, head 146 of profiles 120 presses against the
inner surface of the mirror, and the continuation of this move-
ment leads to a sliding of sliding portions 138a of structural
elements 138, 140, in space 144 of their respective profiles.

In this case it is thus the action of pressing against the
mirror and the continuation of the relative movement between
the latter and the rear structure which lead profiles 120 to be
slid relative to this rear structure. The automatic character of
the movement is naturally advantageous, in that it simplifies
the implementation of the method.

Naturally, the sliding action is not the same for each profile
120, nor necessarily identical at each point of the profile.
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Moreover, as is more visible in FIG. 6d, parallel bases 142a,
1425 may be given grooves 150 spaced lengthways relative to
one another, in order to give the profiles flexibility in this
same lengthways direction, during their adjustment step. This
flexibility of the profile also prevents a negative of flat heads
146 of the profiles from being printed on the mirror, which
could impair the mirror’s properties.

In addition, grooves 150 allow the adhesive added in addi-
tion to be removed, and also allow the adhesive used in
connection with the method to dry.

The extent of the sliding action is therefore dependent on
the distance between the mirror and the edges of elements
138, 140 facing this mirror. It should also be noted that these
edges may be produced with large tolerances, without this
being detrimental to the maintenance of the mirror’s shape,
since the mirror is supported directly by head 146 of profiles
120, and not by these edges housed in inter-bases spaces 140
of the profiles.

The abovementioned sliding may be continued after the
step of positioning of the mirror, for example in order to
improve the pressing of heads 146 against the mirror and/or,
if applicable, to remove the surplus adhesive from profiles
120 to which adhesive has previously been applied. This may
be accomplished manually or in automated fashion.

After this operational step, the step of adjustment of pro-
files 120 is completed, and the latter then occupy their posi-
tion of secure attachment corresponding to their definitive
position relative to the mirror and to the support structure,
these profiles then still being held, by clamping, on structural
elements 138, 140. Profiles 120 are then bonded to the mirror
and support structure 18. If the profiles have previously had
adhesive applied before they are assembled on structural ele-
ments 138, 140, a simple drying time need merely be allowed
before this adhesive hardens.

With reference, at present, to FIGS. 7a and 75, another
reflector 6 may be seen of the same type as those used in
system 1 of FIGS. 1a to 1c, and intended to be obtained
according to a third preferred embodiment of the manufac-
turing method according to the invention.

Reflector 6 firstly includes a mirror 16, of a non-planar
shape, made of glass and of the order of 4 mm thick. In this
case its shape is single-curvature, and it is only very slightly
curved. However, other shapes may be envisaged, without
going beyond the scope of the invention.

It also includes a support structure 18, for example made
froma cylinder 136 from which essentially triangular ribs 138
protrude. These ribs 138 are spaced along cylinder 136 and
orthogonal to the latter. This structure 18 may be made of
steel, with large manufacturing tolerances. It has means
enabling the reflector to be rotated around shaft 10, in this
caserotation pins 19 constituted by the two cylinder ends 136.

The mechanical connection between support structure 18
and mirror 16 is not made over the entire inner surface of the
latter, but with the assistance of several metal links 220 inter-
posed between the mirror and ribs 138, and securely attached
to the latter. In this case, the secure attachment is preferen-
tially accomplished by bonding in the mirror and by screwing
in support structure 18, although other conventional means
may be used without going beyond the scope of the invention.

Aswill be described in greater detail below, metal links 220
are tabs having a supporting head on the mirror, and also a
body connected to the support structure by a slide connection
formed by a groove traversed by at least two screws.

In the position of FIG. 7a, the lower end of tabs 220,
corresponding to the supporting head, is bonded to the inner
face of the mirror, whereas the body of the tabs is securely
attached by screwing to ribs 138.
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Tabs 220 are made, for example, of an aluminium-based
alloy, whereas the adhesive used may be of the single-com-
ponent polyurethane paste-like adhesive type, for example
adhesive sold by the company 3M with the reference “Poly-
urethane Adhesive Sealant 560”. Alternatively, to bond the
end of profiles 120 to the mirror a double-sided adhesive tape
may beused. For their part, the screws are preferentially made
of steel.

Due to the rigidity conferred by metal tabs 220, the mirror,
the shape of which is maintained due to the latter, has very
satisfactory optical properties.

To manufacture it, as represented schematically with ref-
erence to FIGS. 8a and 8b, mirror 16 is firstly shaped in a
mould 30, and then securely attached to the latter temporarily,
for example using a conventional adhesive. It is therefore
mould 30 which temporarily gives mirror 16 its definitive
shape.

Tabs 220 are then installed on ribs 138. As mentioned
above, FIG. 84 shows that each tab 220 has a supporting head
250 intended to be applied against the mirror, together with a
vertical body 252 supporting this head.

The body has a vertical straight groove 254 traversed by
two screws 256 belonging to bolts, these screws being housed
in clearance holes (not represented) of ribs 138.

To construct the assembly, screws 256 are put in place
through the clearance holes and through grooves 254, and the
associated nuts are then screwed on to the ends of these
SCrews.

After all of tabs 220 are installed they are held in place by
pressing the highest screw against the upper end of groove
254, as shown in FIG. 8a. The nuts may be tightened so as to
apply a friction force between tabs 252 and ribs 138, without
however preventing relative movement between the two in an
upward direction, which is required for the final step, which
will now be described.

Indeed, a step of positioning of mirror 16 relative to rear
structure 18 is then accomplished, by moving the assembly
consisting of mould 30 holding the mirror relative to structure
18. In tangible terms, the support structure is placed such that
it is stationary in a known frame of reference, in which the
mould/mirror assembly is moved vertically upwards towards
this structure, as has been represented schematically by arrow
32 in FIG. 85. At the end of this step of positioning of mirror
16 the latter is positioned opposite and apart from structure
18, and these two elements are then in their final relative
positions.

One of the characteristics of this third preferred embodi-
ment lies in the fact that a step of adjustment of tabs 220 is
accomplished at least partly automatically during the previ-
ously described step of positioning of the mirror, represented
in FIG. 8b.

Indeed, during the relative movement between mirror 16
and structure 18, supporting head 250 of tabs 220 presses
against the inner surface of the mirror, and the continuation of
this movement leads to a movement of tabs 220 relative to ribs
136, allowed due to the sliding of screws 256 in grooves 254.
The diameter of the screws is designed to be roughly identical
to the width of the groove, so as to impose a single degree of
freedom on each tab 220, equal to that of the abovementioned
sliding. The mechanical connection produced thus consti-
tutes a slide.

It is therefore the action of pressing against the mirror and
the continuation of the relative movement between the latter
and the rear structure which lead tabs 220 to be slid relative to
this rear structure. The automatic character of the movement
is naturally advantageous, in that it simplifies the implemen-
tation of the method.
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Naturally, the sliding is not the same for each tab 220. The
extent of the sliding action is dependent on the distance
between the mirror and the edges of ribs 138 facing this
mirror. These ribs may therefore be produced with large tol-
erances, without this being detrimental to the maintenance of
the mirror’s shape, since the latter is supported directly by
head 250 of tabs 220, and not by ribs 138.

The abovementioned sliding may be continued after the
step of positioning of the mirror, for example in order to
improve the pressing of heads 250 against the mirror and/or,
if applicable, to remove the surplus adhesive from tabs 220
which have previously had adhesive applied. This may be
accomplished manually or in automated fashion.

After this operational step, the step of adjustment of tabs
220 is completed, and the latter then occupy their position of
secure attachment corresponding to their definitive position
relative to the mirror and to the support structure, these tabs
still being held by the bolts. These tabs 220 are then bonded
on to the mirror. If they have previously had adhesive applied
before they are assembled on ribs 138, a simple drying time
need merely be allowed before this adhesive hardens.

In rear structure 18 the bolts are tightened so as to prevent
any relative movement between ribs 138 and tabs 220. In this
case the secure attachment is therefore accomplished by
screwing. By this means, if the mirror must be replaced, it
becomes easy to re-use structure 18 and its tabs 220, by
untightening and then retightening the bolts.

Various modifications may naturally be made by those
skilled in the art to the invention just described, solely as
non-restrictive examples.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of manufacturing a reflector (6) including a
mirror (16) supported by a support structure (18), where the
said method includes a step of positioning the mirror relative
to the said support structure by moving a mould (30) support-
ing the mirror relative to the said support structure,

characterised in that it also includes a step of adjustment of

multiple links (20, 120, 220) between the mirror and the
support structure, in a position of secure attachment in
which they are intended to be securely attached to the
mirror and to the support structure, where this step of
adjustment, accomplished during the said step of posi-
tioning of the mirror and/or after this step, leads to a
movement of at least a proportion of the links relative to
the said support structure, and in that the said links (20,
120, 220) are intended to be bonded to the mirror (16),
wherein said links comprise profiles (120) with an
essentially T-shaped section, the base of each of which is
doubled so as to reveal between the two bases (1424,
142b) a space (144) penetrated by a sliding portion
(138a) of the support structure (18), which slides into
this space (144) during the said step of positioning of the
mirror (16).

2. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
the said step of adjustment, leading to the movement of at
least a proportion of the links (120, 220) relative to the said
support structure (18), is accomplished at least partially auto-
matically during the said step of positioning of the mirror
(16), after the links concerned press against the said mirror.
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3. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
the said step of adjustment, leading to the movement of at
least a proportion of the links (20) relative to the said support
structure (18), is accomplished exclusively after the said step
of positioning of the mirror (16).

4. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
the said links (20, 120, 220) are intended to be securely
attached to the support structure (18) by bonding and/or
screwing and/or welding and/or riveting.

5. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
the said links (20, 120, 220) are intended to be securely
attached by bonding to the mirror (16) and/or to the support
structure (18), where adhesive is applied to the said links
before implementation of the step of adjustment.

6. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
the said links are lengthened elements (20) housed such that
they can slide in corresponding apertures (22) of the support
structure (18), where the said lengthened elements are
inserted into the apertures (22) before being pressed against
the mirror.

7. A manufacturing method according to claim 6 in which,
at the end of the step of adjustment, the said lengthened links
(20) are held by gravity pressing against the mirror (16), in
their position of secure attachment.

8. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
each profile (120) is installed on the support structure (18)
before implementing the said step of positioning of the mir-
ror, by clamping the said sliding portion (138a) of the corre-
sponding support structure (18), between the two bases of the
profile (142a, 1425).

9. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
the said links are tabs (220) with a supporting head (250) on
the mirror (16), and a body (252) connected to the support
structure (18) by a slide connection formed by a groove (254)
traversed by atleast two screws (256) and in which, during the
said step of adjustment, at least a proportion of the links (220)
move automatically relative to the said support structure (18)
by moving the screws (256) in the groove (254), after pressing
the supporting heads (250) against the said mirror (16).

10. A manufacturing method according to claim 9 in which,
after the said step of adjustment of the links (220), the latter,
positioned in their position of secure attachment, are securely
attached to the support structure by screwing the said screws
(256).

11. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
the said mirror (16) is not planar, and in which the said mirror
(16) is made of glass.

12. A manufacturing method according to claim 1, in which
the said links (20, 120, 220) are made of metal, ceramic or a
polymer material.

13. A field (4) of reflectors (6) each of which is manufac-
tured according to a method defined in claim 1.

14. A field of reflectors according to claim 13, character-
ised in that it is of the Fresnel type, with the reflectors (6)
positioned side-by-side, and each support structure (18)
installed pivoting on a frame (8).

15. A system (1) including a solar collector (2) together
with a field (4) of reflectors (6) concentrating the solar radia-
tion on the collector, according to claim 13 or claim 14.
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